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FREEDOM TRAIN #Library Problems Discussed | 


HAS NEW DATES. 


Dates on the Indiana stops of the | 
Freedom Train have been changed. 

Because of overhauling and repainting | 
of the train and additional stops added | 
on its Western itinerary, the train is not | 
expected to arrive in Indiana until the 
tenth of July. 

The revised schedule follows: 

Gary ss July 
Evansville July 2 
Vincennes July 2 
Terre Haute July 
Logansport July 
Indianapolis July 2 
Muncie Aug. 
Ft. Wayne Aug. 
South Bend Aug. 

Plans are under way to publish and 
have available for distribution on a state | 
wide basis a special brochure on famous | 
Indiana Documents. 

The following references regarding the | 
Freedom Train Documents may be of 
interest to local public and school librar- | 
ians. 

Documents on the Freedom Train. A| 
mimeographed list of the documents is- | 
sued by the American Heritage Founda- | 
tion, 17 E. 45th St., New York 17, N. Y. 

Monaghan, Frank, Heritage of Free- 
dom; the History and Significance of the 
Basic Documents of American Liberty. | 
Princeton Univ. Press, 1947. 150p. $3.50. 

Our American Heritage: Documents | 
of Freedom. (Prepared for the American | 
Heritage Foundation by the editors of | 
Look Magazine, 1947. 32p. 

The Freedom Train (a four-page list 
published by World Book Encyclopedia). 


Gary to Attempt 
Community Survey 


To get a good look at itself and ap- 
praise its work in the community, the | 
Gary Public Library is taking a figura- 
tive look into a mirror. 

It is making a self survey with the as- 
sistance of Dean Cyril Houle of the Uni- 
versity College of the University of Chi- 
cago. Thus it hopes to determine more | 
fully the role of the library as an educa- | 
tional institution. 

At a meeting in Gary on April 28 Dean | 
Houle laid the ground work in an ad- 
dress, the highlights of which will appear | 
in printed form in the June Occurrent. | 
This meeting was attended by the Gary | 
board, the staff and a selected group of | 
civic leaders. 

Harold F. Brigham of the State Li- | 
brary also attended and pointed out that | 
the public library is the only tax sup- | 
ported institution that offers free educa- 
tional opportunities to all the people. | 
The library therefore occupies a key 
position in adult education. 


He’s Our Pal 


Marmaduke is now putting in a good 
word for ILA daily. See page two. 


| generally well attended. 
| sions and live issues were brought before | 
| the attention of those present. 


| cruiting of good future librarians. Char- 


| as one type of approach in recruiting 


| some charts and maps prepared by the 


pressing picture on such questions as 
| library income, salaries, and areas in In- 
| diana unserved by local libraries. 


NUMBER 4 


CORY IS NAMED 


at District Meeting Talks) ALA SECRETARY 


At the ten district library meetings | 
held at various places and dates from 
May 4 to June 4 varied but interesting 
programs were presented. 

Led by Hazel B. Warren, Chief of the | 
Extension Division, these meetings were | 
Active discus- 


In line with the change in name from | 
the State Planning Committee to Action | 
Committee, Margaret Hager of LaPorte, | 
chairman of the committee, has been | 


| very active in making the rounds of all 


district meetings and pointing out the | 
phases of Indiana library service where 
action is needed. 

This committee is prodding, prying, 
encouraging and demanding action on a 
series of projects which they call imme- 
diate and ultimate goals. 

One of these topics relates to the re- 


acterized. in Miss Hager’s words, “We 
need well trained, intelligent librarians | 
not ‘door unlockers’ and ‘book stamp- | 
ers.’”’ The “lasso method” was suggested 


some young people with promise. That | 


| this way did have its defects if injudici- | > 
| local library tax levy. 
An examination, to be given June 7 | 


ously used, was admitted. 
A three-page statistical bulletin and | 


Extension Division present a rather de- | 


One common sense, evident point that 
needs no Sherlock Holmes to discover is 


| that county, regional, or a federation of 


smaller libraries would certainly assure 
better libraries and library support. This 
is another point for “action” by the com- 
mittee of the same name. 

One of the most concrete and useful 


BETTER CHILDREN’S 
RADIO DISCUSSED 


A panel discussion on “How Radio | 
Can Become a More Wholesome Influ- 
ence on Children and Young People” was 
conducted by the Association of Educa- | 
tion by Radio on May 20 at the Indian- 
apolis public library. 

On the panel were Dr. J. Howard 
Rowland, University of Pittsburgh; Mrs. 
E. A. Stump, representing the P TA; 
Dan Park of Station WIRE; George 
Johnston of Indiana University, and 
Frank Edwards of WISH. 

A Bouquet 

The new ALA Bulletin with its ads, 
new makeup, and more readable style is | 
a real money’s worth to ALA members. 
We wish to commend Editor Margaret 
Ritchie Post and Advertising Manager 
A. L. Remley on a good job done better. 





| as librarians. 


| and 


| speakers will be Pearl Buck, authoress; 


things to come from the Action Com- 
mittee as announced by Miss Hager is 
the work going on toward the publica- 


| tion of a Trustees Handbook. This hand- | 


book will fill a long felt need and will be | 
a boon to library board members as well | 


‘ - . | 
Chairman Elsa Strassweg brought the | 


| report of her Legislative Committee to | 


some of the meetings. No special legis- | 
lative action pertaining to libraries will | 
be sought by the ILA and ILTA at the 
1949 Indiana Legislative Assembly. 

On behalf of the Certification Board | 
Harriett Bard reported that 851 certifi- 


cates and 95 temporary certificates had | 
been issued by this board since its begin- | 


ning in 1942. Pointing out some of the 
problems that the board had faced, Mrs. 


A plea for the cooperation of all li- 
braries and more complete compliance 
with the certification law was sounded 


| by Mrs. Bard. She also stated that com- 


pliance with the certification law is 


necessary to give legal validation to a 


8 which will enable librarians to | 
qualify for certain types of positions, | 
and the I. U. Summer School this sum- 


| mer are factors that will help those seek- 


ing a certificated status. 

Among some of the other topics that 
arose in the discussions as well as in the 
question period of the meetings were 
bookmobiles, conversion under the new 
law, a fee for borrowers who live out- 
side of areas served, public relations for 
libraries, and the program of the ILA 
public relations committee. 


ON THE BOARD WALK 
IN ATLANTIC CITY— | 


An attendance of 10,000 is expected at 


| the Atlantic City Conference of ALA 


June 13-19. 


To meet a current major need of all | 
Americans, the theme of this year’s con- | 


| ference “The Challenge of Public Affairs” 
| will seek to encourage libraries to aid in 
| the dissemination of reliable information 


on the trend of public affairs. 


Some of the important conference 


| Norman Cousins, editor, Saturday Re- | 
| view of Literature; Robert Leigh, direc- 
| tor, Public Library Inquiry; Maureen 


| 


Daly, associate editor, Ladies Home 


| Journal, and Eugene Gilbert, head of 


Youth Research Organizations. 


Paul North Rice, New York Public 
Library, is president of ALA. 


John Mackenzie Cory has been ap- 


| pointed executive secretary of ALA, suc- 


ceeding Carl H. Milam who resigned re- 
cently to become director of libraries for 
the United Nations. 

Thirty-four years old, Mr. Cory comes 


| to ALA from the University of Califor- 


nia where he is associate librarian. Pre- 
viously he has served as director of the 
University of Alabama Library, senior 
library specialist for the U. S. Office of 
Education, chief of the Library Specialist 


| Unit for the Office of War Information 


and then Warrant Officer in the Air 
Transport Command. He has degrees 
from the University of California and 
University of Chicago. 

Since Mr. Cory will not assume his 
new duties until September 1, the In- 


Bard said that library certification in In- diana State Library’s director, Harold F. 
| diana was a “war baby” and had weath- 
| ered the war period meeting the problems 
| that naturally went with such an era. 


Brigham has been requested by the ALA 
Executive Board to serve as interim ex- 
ecutive secretary. Mr. Brigham is at 
present treasurer of ALA. 
Reverberations of this appointment 


| are filtering down to such an extent that 


even Focus is affected. Your editor will 
be the man behind the man behind the 


| man in that he will serve as acting direc- 


tor of the State Library while Mr. Brig- 
ham is in Chicago this summer. 

Mr. Cory is married and has three chil- 
dren, the same is true of Mr. Brigham, 
and by the end of summer your editor 
also hopes to meet this particular quali- 
fication. 


‘Adult Education 


Conference Held 


At the third annual conference of the 
Indiana State Association for Adult Edu- 
cation April 30-May 1, Dr. Russel Mer- 
kel of Indiana Central College was 
elected president. Other new officers are 
Warren O'Hara, Indiana Farm Bureau, 
vice president; Paul Seehausen, State 
Department of Education, secretary, and 
Marjorie Wood, State Library, treasurer. 

Libraries are represented on the board 
by Harold F. Brigham, Richard B. Sea- 
lock and Mary Jo Woods. 

Speakers at the conference included 
Harry J. Skornia of indiana University, 
Fred Holt of radio station WIRE, John 


; Henderson of Purdue, Powers Hapgood 


of the CIO, Larry Brandon of the Farm 


| Bureau, and Gilbert Forbes of radio sta- 
| tion WFBM. 


A more complete discussion of the con- 
ference will be found in the June issue of 
the Occurrent. 


Eliminate the Negative 


In the June Occurrent there 
pear a map of Indiana showing 
the areas of the state unserved by local 
libraries. This map is food for thought 
and action. Give it a second glance 


will ap- 
in black 
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LITERARY 
IMPEDIMENTA 


Reading advertising letters and 
announcements is not particularly 
recommended as an exhiliarating 
activity. However, recently we 
have come across two phrases we 
would like to preach a “library | 
sermon” on. We direct your atten- 
tion to the meaning of the state- | 
ments. Any plug for the publica- | 
tions involved is incidental. 

The first is from an advertising | 
letter from Scientific American. | 
The phrase we wish to use involves 
mention of the style of the publica- | 
tion. We quote: “It will use neither | 
a language which insults your in- | 
telligence nor frustrates you with | 
technicalities.” 


Another thought-provoking 
“text”? appeared in a circular from 
Engineering Index Inc. We suggest 
you ponder over the idea John V. 
N. Dorr, president, sets forth. ““The 
trouble with our world today is not 
any lack of information — we are 
buried under the printed word. 
Whole forests are fed weekly to the 
paper mills so that we can have at | 
our finger tips all of man’s recorded 
wisdom. This is fine for posterity, 
but makes all of us immediately 
liable to drowning in a sea of un- 
assimilated facts.” 

The final paragraph explained 
“You may ask why I have the pre- | 
sumption to add to the flood of | 
imprinted paper with this letter. I 
can reply only that what may ap- 
pear as flotsam can be, in reality, a 
life preserver.”’ 





We hope that Focus never “in- | 
sults your intelligence nor frus- | 
trates you with technicalities,” and 
we will try not to submerge you 
with too much literary flotsam and 
jetsam. 


LIBRARY BILL 


The library demonstration bill accord- 
ing to our latest information is still in 
the hands of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor. It passed the Sen- 
ate on February 25. 


MAY, 


| true. 
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HITCH HIKER OR 
PAYING PASSENGER 


From time to time the com- 
plaints among Indiana librarians 
sound loud and long about our sad 
state of affairs regarding general 
salary levels, inadequate or poor 
service, and the vast areas in the 
state unserved by adequate public 
libraries. 

That there is reason for alarm 
and for a gloomy countenance is 
One reason for this sorry 
state of our affairs can be laid at 
our own doorstep. Our poor atti- 


tude and lackadaisical feeling re- | 
garding our own professional or- | 
ganizations is evident. Our partici- | 


pation in ILA and ALA is certainly 
weak. 

Indiana teachers are now in an 
enviable situation to many of us. 
The reason the educational picture 
in Indiana is much brighter than 
the library picture can be directly 
attributed to the work of the In- 
diana Teachers Association and the 
N.E. A. The reason ALA and ILA 
cannot accomplish more is that we 
don’t support these organizations. 
If you doubt this statement take 
another look at the article in this 
issue of Focus on memberships. 


ATTENTION DIRECTED 
TO “GREAT ISSUES” 


In fulfillment of its responsibility and 
purpose of being an active instrumental 
factor in adult education and a dissem- 
inator of information, the libraries of the 
U.S. have been asked to concentrate on 
five “Great Issues” before the public at 
the present time. 

These five issues are: (1) U. S.-Rus- 
sian Relations, (2) Inflation and Defla- 
tion, (3) Management-Labor Relations, 
(4) Civil Rights and (5) How Much 
World Government ? 

These issues were selected by ALA fol- 
lowing a poll of outstanding leaders in 
various fields. 

It is the general feeling that in the 
present atmosphere of the public’s con- 
fusion, prejudice, and misinformation, 
libraries have a major responsibility for 
erecting sign posts and lighting the way 
to clearer thinking and better under- 
standing. 

Special reading lists are in preparation 
on these issues. The first, on Russian 
understanding is being prepared by the 
New York Public Library. 


...... Treasurer | 
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BOOST IS NEEDED 
IN ALA AND ILA 


MEMBER LISTS. 


A report of recent date from the In- 


diana chairman on ALA memberships | 


discloses that there are 516 ALA members 
in Indiana. Of these 442 are individual 
memberships. The largest groups in this 
category are: 237 public librarians, 78 
college librarians and 69 school librar- 
ians. 


There are 155 out of the 239 public | 
libraries in the state in which neither the | 
library nor the librarian is a member. In | 
going through this list one finds that 11 | 


of these are serving populations over 
10,000. These 11 libraries have a com- 
bined staff of 38 persons, none of whom 
the membership chairman was able to 
| find on the ALA rolls. 

ILA memberships are coming in at a 
fair rate according to Margaret Helfrick, 
the membership chairman. The annual 
figure for last year was around 700. Be- 
cause of the fact that dues are not re- 
ceived from many until the Fall Confer- 
ence the final figure is not available until 
later in the year. 

At its last meeting the ILA board 
voted to consider members who have 
paid their dues the previous year in good 
standing up until the closing of the Fall 

| Conference. The ILA constitution reads 


that ‘“‘No member who is in arrears for 
the dues of the current year shall hold 
office in the association or take an active 
part in the meetings.” 


MARMADUKE 


A most interesting and welcome 
enthusiast of libraries is Marma- 
duke. Marmaduke is a book 
worm and is heard on the radio 
every week day at 5:00 P.M. 
daylight time from WOWO, Fort 
Wayne. 

Written and portrayed by Art 
Lewis and assisted by Bill Wetzel, 
this program relates episodes from 
important children’s books. Mr. 
Lewis does a good job and gives 
the Fort Wayne public library a 
well directed boost every day. 

Through cooperation of 
WOWO, the Fort Wayne library 
and the efforts of the ILA radio 
committee, Marmaduke is now 
including mention of ILA. 

The other ILA broadcasts on 
the series “Books Alive” men- 
tioned in the last Focus are still 
going on. They are being aired 
by WBAA, Purdue, every Friday 
at 2:45 daylight time; WSBT, 
South Bend, Friday at 4:45 P. M., 
and WCBC, Anderson, Monday at 
11:30 A.M. WGBF, Evansville, 
will begin this series in July. 
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| 


With Tongue in Cheek 


We are running without comment the 
following listing from the May issue of 
| The Month at Goodspeed’s. 


Illustrated Historical Atlas of Raintree 
County, Indiana. From Actual Sur- 
veys & Official Records Compiled & 
Published bv Jackson, Higgs & Co.... 
Colored maps & litho. illus. Folio, 
leather back & corners (slightly worn). 
Chicago, 1875. Believed to be a unique 
copy, unaltered. 


| A Pressing Situation 
In Philadelphia the wife of a striking 
printer helped balance the family budget 
by taking a job in a laundry — “She 
| ironed while the strike was hot.” 
—Bennett Cerf in 
Saturday Review of Literature. 


Horizons Unlimited 

The Library of Congress recently ap- 
pointed a man to the position of “space 
| control assistant.” 
We have been pondering over what his 
| duties might be. They certainly seem 
| nebulous to us. Perhaps he uses such 
| tools as shoe horns, sky hooks and ieft- 
handed monkey wrenches. 


Swivel Drivel 

From the Library of Congress Infor- 
mation Bulletin we extract the following: 

“They also swerve who only stand” 
| quips David C. Mearns in calling atten- 
| tion to a triplicate request which read as 
follows: 

“Large office chair needs 
broken; will not swerve.” 

This reminds me of an order for two 
positive photostats from a negative copy 
already at hand which read: 

“Accentuate the positive, eliminate the 
negative.” 


repair, 


Sometimes it’s better not to write 
things on the spur of the moment. It’s 
better to leave them for a brainy day. 

e e@ ® 


Sound library administration does not 
necessarily presuppose a lot of noise. 

ee @ 

“Judging from the reviews, I wonder 
if some critics don’t look at the show 
through scorn-rimmed glasses.” 

—Bruce Raeburn, P. M. 
* e * 


You can’t write the word book with- 
out writing OK. 
* s € 
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Nominating Committee Is Books—Living Memorials 
Nam y Ey ive I ; ¢ 
PI : h ed — oo .. soars | A book mark which suggests that | 
_Plans tor the 1 948 Fa “A, ILTA | peaders consider giving the library a book 
Conference October 28-30 were discussed : raid ? 
at the ILA-ILTA Board meeting Mav 3.| °° Money for a book as a memorial has 
g 5 ; ; torecting | Deen put into use at the State Library. 


Some good speakers and interesting 2 
programs are under consideration, but | This book mark bears the title “Books— 
speaker acceptances have not yet been | Living Memorials”. é 
received. | The book mark promotes gifts to local 

A nominating committee for ILA was | jjbraries as well as to the State Library. e 





appointed. Those asked to serve on this 
committee are Mrs. Gray Williams, Wil- 
lard library, Evansville; Edna Holden, 
Cass County library, Logansport, and 
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ROOKCRAR 


SUPPLIES 


Edna Miller of the Indiana Central Col- [; ’ + 
lege library. Mrs. Williams would be ompton S SUPPLIES 
glad to receive suggestions from ILA 7 é 
members. Pictured Encyclopedia 
POSTER CONTEST * P 

The closing date for posters entered 
in the contest sponsored by the ILA Ex- Your Indiana : 
hibit Committee was May 31. If any ; 
entries were received before May 31 but School and Library e ° e ° e° ° e ° ° ° ° ° e ° e 
after the date of the district meeting in 4 
that section they should be forwarded to Representative é 
Lois Ringo at the Anderson public li- . 

diinay ibis ae as ae * 18 
brary where they can still receive consid- os 
eration in the statewide judging. MRS. BESS VANDIVIER i 

State winners will be selected at the : 
Fall ILA Conference, October 28-30. Box 36 Riectrie Aut ti - 
Names of the district winners were not Franklin, Indiana ectric utomatic ig tie 

: : Made Exclusively By 
yet available at the time Focus went to BOOK ° 
press. 
> Gaylord Bros., Inc. 










When interested in pre-bound juven- 
iles, primers, and readers, just drop 






me a card and Ill come a runnin’. MACHINE * 
JAMES T. KITCHEN 
Representing Follett Book Co. 
5630 East Michigan Street 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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THE HECKMAN BINDERY 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


| 

Mary Lamb, Bioomfield librarian, is | 
beginning her 40th year as librarian of | 
her home town library. 

Mrs. Florence B. Thorne has resigned | 
as librarian of the Nappanee public li- | 
brary. She is going to Des Moines, Iowa, | 
where she is accepting a position with | 
the Iowa State Library in their Traveling | 
library department. 

Josephine Walsh is school consultant | 
at the Gary library. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Denison, Hartford 
City, is on an extended leave of absence 
because of ill health. Mrs. Helen Frahm | 
is acting librarian and Mrs. Albert Mar- | 
kin, acting assistant. 


a 


44 East Washington 
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Gordon Fisher of Anderson will be a 
new addition to the DePauw College 
library staff in September. He is getting 
his library master’s from Columbia at 
present. 


In Monterey Mrs. Anthony Zehner is | 


now acting librarian. 

Mrs. Barrett Orr is acting librarian at 
Newburgh replacing Mrs. Anna Allen 
who resigned April 1 after 21 years 
service. 

Mrs. Lawrence Coblentz’s resignation 
at Roann has been announced. Mrs. 
Marie Hunter has assumed the position 


| of acting librarian. 


Lois Goan of DePauw University was 
chosen chairman and Vera Grey Ander- 
son of the State Library, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Ohio Valley Catalogers Asso- 
ciation at their meeting at Antioch Col- 
lege, May 15. 


Inc. 


| Library, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
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Staff Notes is the name of the South 
Bend public library’s new staff bulletin. 
From its May issue we note the passing 
on May 11 of Bertha Goerg, head of the 


| cataloging department at South Bend’s 


Main library. Miss Goerg had been on 
the South Bend staff since 1920. 

New Albany’s Associate chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Kappa has recently raised 


| over $1,000 to refurnish the New Albany 
| public library’s children’s 


room. This 
gift was given in honor of Annette Clark 
who was the librarian there for 39 years. 


The March issue of the Louisiana Li- 


. . . | 
brary Association Bulletin was devoted | 


to library service to business and indus- 
try. 
cents from Robert M. Trent, Business 
Manager, Louisiana State University 


Single copies are available for 35 | 


| Indiana State Teachers College is an~ 
|nouncing a two-weeks workshop on 
school library problems July 26-August 
6. The planning committee for this 
workshop includes Hazel Armstrong, Lu- 
| cille Viehe and Nelle McCalla. 


Fort Wayne reports that Pat Murray 
is to rejoin their staff, returning from 
Western Reserve Library School soon. 
| As things stand now the Fort Wayne 
| staff has nine men librarians. This will 
give Rex Potterf’s baseball team an extra 
| pitcher. 
University of Illinois library school 
| persons seeking to learn about audio vis- 
ual materials this summer will have as 
| their professor Richard B. Sealock. He 
| will also teach a course in public library 
administration. 


Indiana’s Leading Book and Stationery Store for Over 100 Years 


We would like to extend an invitation to you to come in and browse among 
our books as they have been selected with libraries in mind. We are proud 


St. 


serving you in the future. 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


LI. 4571 


v 


to have furnished Indiana libraries in the past, and are looking forward to 


Complete Commercial, Gift, Dennison and Toy Departments 
are also at your disposal. 


NOW — LB Standard 


Wood Equipment 


for Normal Delivery! 


Tripled factory production now assures normal 


delivery to Indiana libraries of Library Bureau 


standard wood equipment. Our new equipment is 


made of beautiful hard white wood that retains its 


appearance through years of hard use. 


th Re 


Filing Equipment ¢ Bulletin Boards * Tables and 


Chairs « Magazine Racks 


¢ Card Catalog Cases « 


Dust Proof Exhibit Cases ¢ Shelving—Steel or Wood 


e 
Reminglon Kand Library Bureau 


1535 N. MERIDIAN STREET - INDIANAPOLIS 


MY READING DESIGN 


A Record of Books Read—A Guide to Future Reading 
Published by 
The News-Journal, North Manchester, Ind. 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 


Home 
and 


Schoo! 


ur Country \ 
Today and 


Holidays 


Gpyright 1944 by 6 0 Sumpser 


“The Record the Reader Likes to Keep” 


MY READING DESIGN is a four-page folder (812 x 11) with a circle presenting various 
areas of interest into which one may project his own pattern of reading. Book No. 2 
above is A BOOK OF BATTLES. Note the three categories where the reader recorded 


book No. 2. 


There are four forms—A, B, C and D. A set of samples will be sent complimentary 
upon receipt of fifteen cents to cover postage and handling. 
Write to Marie M. Creager, Sales Manager, MY READING DESIGN, North Man- 


chester, Indiana. 





